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CHRISTIAN AID 2026 
During May this year all five of our North Kintyre Linked churches 
held retiral collections to support the work of Christian Aid (CA). I 
am pleased to tell you that your kindness and generosity helped us 
raised a total of £567.00. A brilliant amount! This money will help CA 
to continue their invaluable work in God’s name throughout the world.  
As a reminder of that work here is a history of what they have 
achieved since their conception. 
For 80 years, they   have provided humanitarian relief and long-term 
development support for poor communities worldwide, while 
highlighting suffering, tackling injustice and championing people’s 
rights. 
In the 1940s they helped refugees in need at the end of the Second 
World War. They  raised more than £80,000 (£3 million plus in 
today’s money) for emergency supplies in mainland Europe. They 
supported, equipped and enabled partner churches there to meet the 
needs of their people. 
In the 1950s they  launched Christian Aid Week to raise extra 
funds. They continued helping refugees in mainland Europe as well as 
those from Palestine, Korea and China. They supported the 
establishment of Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) to enable young 
people to make a difference, and offered help to churches in 
countries moving from colonialism to independence to meet the needs 
of poor people. 
In the 1960s they made a difference in crises affecting 
Nigeria/Biafra, Kenya and India. They created the Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) so that development agencies were seen 
to work together in times of humanitarian crisis. They helped set up 
the World Development Movement to encourage political 
campaigning. CA  addressed racism and poverty in the United States 
as well as advising Martin Luther King while he was in the UK. 
In the 1970s CA drew a link between educating supporters at home 
about the root causes of poverty and work with partners overseas to 
eradicate it. They  popularised world development issues by providing 
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seed money to establish the New Internationalist magazine. Through 
this and their work they  explained the connection between our 
consumer culture at home and the global food crisis by launching a 
campaign to live simply. 
 In the 1980s CA fed hungry people during the Ethiopian famine and 
those experiencing drought in Mozambique. They led a mass lobby of 
parliament to call for more official development aid, and they  
created the Southern African Coalition to demand an end to 
apartheid. 
As we move on to the 1990s, CA linked work in 50 poor countries to 
campaign on developing world debt, fair trade and the policies of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. They challenged 
the stigma and discrimination experienced by people living with HIV 
in sub-Saharan Africa. They stood up for and provided food for 
refugees in Kosovo. 
More recently in the 2000s CA were at the forefront of the 
campaign to make poverty history during a war against terror. They 
amazingly reached more than 500,000 people with food, shelter and 
healthcare after the Asian Tsunami. They publicised the fact that 
developing countries lose more money through the tax evasion 
practices of large corporations than they receive through official 
aid. 
Now in the 2010s & 20s CA inform about and campaign against 
climate change. They are huge champions of tax justice. They 
continue to work with local partners on the ground to make a 
practical difference to the lives of new waves of refugees locally 
while campaigning and advocating for change globally. 
 
A huge THANK YOU to you all!! 
Elizabeth Ball Session Clerk MK&G 

 
Fond regards, Elizabeth 

 



Minister: Rev Lyn Peden: Now on extended compassionate leave. 
(Mobile: 07973 130023 Email: lpeden@churchofscotland.org.uk) 

 
Website: www.northkintyrechurchofscotland.org 

 
Interim Moderator: Mrs Alison Hay 

 
Local Parish Team Contacts 

 
A’Chleit: Jessie McDougall 
Tel: 01583 421 221 
 
Clachan: Elizabeth Ball (Session Clerk of Mid Kintyre and Gigha) 
Tel: 01880 740 650 Email: johnball56@btinternet.com  
 
Gigha: Susan Allan 
Tel: 01583 505 215 Email: susanallangigha@gmail.com (new email) 
 
Skipness: Bob Thompson 
Tel: 07836 653984 Email: Robert_h_thompson@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Tarbert and Kilberry: Janne Leckie (Session Clerk and Treasurer) 
Tel: 07388 589071 Email: janne8@btinternet.com 
 
Mid Kintyre and Gigha Treasurer: Margaret Graham 
Email: margaret@barlea.abelgratis.co.uk  
 

Safeguarding Co-Ordinators 
 
Mid Kintyre and Gigha: Melissa James 
Tel: 07791310908 Email: melissa95james@btinternet.com  
 
Tarbert Loch Fyne and Kilberry: Elma MacDonald 
Tel: 07507093239 Email: elma.macdonald123@btinternet.com 
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Worship Rota for July 
 

Sunday 
Worship 

Skipness 
10am 

Tarbert 
11.30am 

Clachan 
10am 

A'Chleit 
11.30am 

Gigha 
12noon 

5th Robert 
MacLeod 

Robert 
MacLeod 

Elizabeth 
Ball 

Elizabeth 
Ball 

no service 

12th James 
McLellan 

James 
McLellan 

no service no service Zoom with 
Tarbert 

19th Robert 
MacLeod 

Robert 
MacLeod 

Jim Malcolm Jim Malcolm no service 

26th Songs of 
Praise 

Zoom with 
Gigha no service no service 

Elizabeth 
Ball 

 
 The two Zoom meetings shown above will probably not go ahead “for technical 
reasons”. 

 

Many thanks to all our Worship Leaders! 

 

School Holidays                                                                               

Start of next Term  Monday 17th August: then a long haul, 
until  Friday 4th October, start of theOctober 
holidays! 

 

Killean & Kilchenzie Rotas                                                                   
 
Sunday   Door        Flowers              
5th  July Anne Littleson & Jessie MacDougall Kate McKinlay 
19th July Calum Morrison & Margaret Sinclair M Morrison 
2nd August   Peter Littleson & Jill Lines  Marion Warnock 
16th August Kate McKinlay & Joan Grady Pat Rawson  
 



 Thank you to all who have offered to do door duty and provide flowers 
 
Kilcalmonell Rotas                                                                                
 
Sunday    Door ,  Flowers ,  Teas & Coffee, Cleaning             
5th July                Elizabeth Ball & Jane MacCallum 
19th July        Elizabeth Ball & Jane MacCallum       
2nd August                  Glynis Lewin & Louise Stanesby                    
16th August                Glynis Lewin & Louise Stanesby                                                       

 
            Occasional editorial 
Like everyone else in our churches, I continue to feel the absence of our 
Minister , Lyn, not least -for me- because of the work she has put into 
Church Chat up till now. Please bear with us! 

I’m keen on tradition, so on 21st June, the Summer Solstice, Pauline and 
I went to Ballochroy Standing Stones to view the midsummer sunset 
along with the 20 or so others who braved the midges. As so often, we 
did not see it sliding down the side of Beinn nan Oir on Jura due to cloud 
obscuring the last few minutes but… 

Another ancient tradition is that of walking meditation. In medieval times, 
monasteries had cloisters, where this might happen. Many years ago, I 
visited Norwich Cathedral, and was interested to see that a labyrinth had 
been constructed within the old cloister: now, thanks to Lyn’s 
enthusiasm, we have one in Clachan, with the added feature that it 
changes with the seasons! Here is Eva’s report on the latest 
developments: 

                  

Daffodil Labyrinth in the Old Village Hall grounds at Clachan  
Following the success of the first winter and Easter labyrinth in the 
Old Village Hall grounds at Clachan in 2024/25, the idea was born to 
plant a spring bulb labyrinth in its place, one that would show up 
each spring but could then be mowed over to make space for other 
acJviJes in the grounds over the summer.  
 

We put out a call for help in the local community, and the labyrinth was 
designed and planted over 4 days around the winter solsJce. Well done 
and thank you again to those who showed up and helped! It was quite 



the race against Jme and the elements, but we got it all done before 
the frost and without creaJng a complete mudbath. 
At Easter, the first few blossoms had appeared when I went to mow and 
dress the labyrinth. Over the weeks following Easter, however, and  with 
the weather finally beginning to improve, the daffodils came up 
beauJfully, and walking the labyrinth became a very magical 
experience. I put a basket with ribbons at the entrance and a liRle 
wishing tree at the centre for Easter, and every Jme I went to mow the 
labyrinth, more ribbons had blossomed on the tree, as visitors walked 
the labyrinth to say their prayers and make their wishes. 
 
 The labyrinth already holds the prayers and goodwill of so many people 
who walked it this season, and this can be felt even now that the 
grounds have been mowed.  
A big thank you again to all who have funded, helped create and walked 
our magical daffodil labyrinth. May it give us joy for years to come! 

You can find our labyrinth, with many others, online on the 
Worldwide Labyrinth Locator: 
hRps://labyrinthlocator.org/labyrinth/clachan-seasonal-spring-bulb-
labyrinth/ 

 Eva Wolfram 
 

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://labyrinthlocator.org/labyrinth/clachan-seasonal-spring-bulb-labyrinth/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzlkZDE3ZmY3Njk4ZjZiYTg5NTJhM2M5Nzc1MmE3OWU6Nzo0MzdiOmI1MTAzY2YzNzU0MGFmZmVhYjZjY2NkMmZiNjQyMjFmOWZmODZmMzcyMDEyMjlkODMyZTg1YzQzNzI5YzgyMmE6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://labyrinthlocator.org/labyrinth/clachan-seasonal-spring-bulb-labyrinth/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzlkZDE3ZmY3Njk4ZjZiYTg5NTJhM2M5Nzc1MmE3OWU6Nzo0MzdiOmI1MTAzY2YzNzU0MGFmZmVhYjZjY2NkMmZiNjQyMjFmOWZmODZmMzcyMDEyMjlkODMyZTg1YzQzNzI5YzgyMmE6cDpUOkY


:  f rom Pete r  S imson,  Ronachan  
 

…I come into the peace of wild things 
Who do not tax their lives with forethought 

Of grief…                            
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

Waiting for their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

 
Wendell Berry: American farmer/poet 

         
                                                                                                                                                                                                 



                                       
 
If you wish to place an article or diary event in Church Chat  

please contact Peter Simson on 01880 740255 
or, preferably, email petersimson@btinternet.com 

 

Copy to me by Wednesday 29th July  
Next issue due:   S u n d a y  2 n d  A u g u st  
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